[Diagnosis and clinical aspects of child abuse].
Bruises of different age and localisation are common, mainly on the head. The case history explaining the cause of the injury is often implausible. Intracranial hemorrhage and intraabdominal injury play an important role as causes of death. Mostly children with brain damage and abnormal behavior are exposed to harm. The social status of the parents is of less importance. The medical approach to child abuse includes precise description of injuries, imaging, laboratory tests, neurological examination, psychological state, medical treatment and protection against repeated injury.